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William expressed his astonishment at the pleasure
these people seemed to take in being conquered.

An innumerable crowd had gathered in the side-
streets [writes a contemporary]; it was difficult to
make room for the victors. All the windows of the
splendid apartments were filled with shouting specta-
tors, the ladies in their most elegant costumes.
White handkerchiefs fluttered in the windows; a rain
of lilies fell from every story on the victorious ene-
mies. In the streets all well-dressed gentlemen
appeared with white cockades. One would have
thought a victorious French army had annihilated a
dangerous enemy and was making its triumphal
entry into the city.

Blucher, who had done so much to render it
possible did not share this triumph. He was once
more in the condition in which Nostitz described
him to be just after the battle of Laon:

Every one rode up to him [we are told], and urged
him to march in with the troops. But it was impos-
sible to make this seem desirable. In vain Gneisenau
expended all his eloquence on him; he would like at
least to show him to the Parisians: " what have I to do
with the Parisians? What is Paris to me?" And.so he
remained quietly in Montmartre.

Countess Schwerin, the wife of the King's
adjutant, who gives these details, tells a story of
Frederick William, in connection with the brilliant
review in Paris, that is not to the King's credit.